Village of Fontana on Geneva Lake gy

on Ceneya 1 ake

Newsletter ﬁﬁ

el
“Don’t whine, dort’ complain, dort’ make excuses -- Citizens, on the other hand, are less egocentric
just do the best you can.” and far more practicadlwe’ve had no major tax hikes

John Wooden, 10-time NCAANational or massive sew-ups, so why get involved? Besides,
Championship coach, UCLA all that work, all those meetings, all that nonsense for
If you're reading this, little or no pay - who needs it?é/¢an let the patients
you've probably also read run the asylum for two metyears.”
“The Times” or the The fact is, howevemwith or without oficially
“Regional News” and are running for ofice, we still need you involved in your
aware that there are nogovernment.Today the Village of Fontana has
challengers to the incum approximately 23 full-time employees and over 60
bents in Fontana’upcom appointed volunteers for a myriad of village commis
ing spring election. sions, boards and committeed] of these bodies
The ofice of the function to assure quality from Parks, Lakefront and
President and threeHarbor Protection, Board of Revigwibrary and on
trustees are uncontestedand on.The fact is that we cando it without you.
Two more years of the, of Good government is not six or seven people meeting
the, of the what, exactly? once a month to hold a public hearing, pass a resolu
Now, the situation can be tion or approve a committee recommendation. It is
viewed in several ways. the day in and day out, week in and week out work of
Incumbents tend to inter everybody with a common purpose. “lsetiave the
pret this as an endorse very best for Fontana.”
ment of excellence. This volunteer role is also not a life sentence. |
“We're doing a geat job, know many of you thinKilf | agr ee to help, I'll never
evelybodys happy | won  get out. They'll ppbably have a committee meeting at
der what pose to strike for my wake just to make a quon.” Not so.Wonderful
the statue that the commu people have come, served and have moved on: Susan
nity will erect in my Geye, Scott RipkeyJohn Cole, Joe Kowalski,

honor?” SeeDIVERSITY - Page 5
Administrator Kelly
Hayden-Staggs &
Village President
Tom Whowell
By Kelly E. Hayden-Saggs TheVillage of Fontana Board the Village Hall. McCarthy will
Village Administrator of Trustees recently voted to initi also be available full time to assist
ate the following changes: with zoning administration, build
Henry Ford once said, * Hired a full-time building ing and zoning compliance
“Coming together is a beginning,inspection staf. patrolling, and municipal code
. keeping together is progress, and The VOF recently hired Ron consultations and inquiries.
working together is successThe Nyman, Bridget McCarthy and Brugger will assist them on a part-
Village Hall Village of Fontana prides itself onBarney Brugger to provide thetime basis providing commercial,
175 Valley View Drive  the motto “V all do better when community with full-time building plumbing and electrical inspec
P.O. Box 200 we work togethet and we are inspection services. Nyman, hiredions. The Village Board opted to
S, B SEl2s making great strides to maintain aas the building inspector and zonhire the full-time stéf following
262-275-6136 : . : . -
262-275-8088 (fax) successful government. Howeyering administratgrwill be available the termination of the BZA, LLC

www.yillageoffontana.com Maintaining success sometimeso issue building permits, conduct
means that we must incorporaténspections, and &r zoning
change. advice on a full-time basis from

SeeCHANGES - Page 4



By Craig Workman, P.E.  and light on the headache. .
Director of PublicWorks Mill, West Main Projects
With the projects cur
A wise woman once rently advertised, by the
said, “Agreat wind is blow time you are reading this
ing -- a wind that will give article theVillage will have
you either imagination or a already opened bids for
headache.” these, the first two projects
That woman was in the CDAs portfolio.
Catherine the Great, and theThese projects will greatly
wind she was referring to improve pedestrian trii on
was the westernization ofthe west side of Highway 67,
Russia that she was probablyas we will be adding a side
most noted far walk all the way from the
When it comes to public highway to Fontana s
works, we are accustomed toElementary SchoolTraffic
assimilating new ideas andsafety will be improved as

technologies into our jobs onwe redesign the parking neal *
a daily basis. In fact, onethe intersection of Mill and THE NEWEST employee of the PublicWorks

might say that “westerniza West Main streets andDepartment, Mark Radtke, joined thidlage staf on
tion” is around us everyday improve the alignment of Monday February 28, 2005. Mark comes to Yhkage
However the “westerniza Porter Court and Fontanawith a diverse background having worked in numerous
tion” of downtown Fontana Boulevard. trades such as public works, construction, foresing
that will take place over the  Environmentally we  eyen taxidermyMark’s most recent position was with
course of the next threewill be making some gyep ility Resources. Mark is a motivated, positive
years will be a shock to evenimprovements as we addand enthusiastic guy who is sure to make a positive dif

myself. curb and gutter throughout
I am referring, of the project area and install ¢ cference on our Publi¢/orks team.

course, to the Communlty stormwater treatment deVIceconditions_ portion of the summer sea
Development Authority’s that will treat stormwater Highway 67 son.Although it is sure to be
Project Plan, construction of before its dischged toVan Boasting such improve a dusty summerthe final
which will begin as soon as Slyke Creek. Unfortunately ments as |andscaped rnediproduct will be a greaﬂy
next month.Allow me to due to the magnitude ofans, turning lanes, improvedenhanced drive, bike, or
briefly describe some of these two projects, thejighting, and a pedestrianwalk through theVillage of
highlights we will see take Village will need to con path, this project is sure toFontana.
place as this plan unfolds.struct the project throughoutplease. Dort’ think, howev ~ Main Lift Pump Station
I'll make every efort to go the summer months, WhiCher' that these improvements Although Fontana
heavy on the imagination,is sure to cause some dustyyill come without some annualThanksgivingTurkey
growing pains. In order to Bowl will need to be relocat
complete the project, theed this yearl think this proj
highway will be closed to ect will impress even the
through-trafic during two most avid users of Reid
The friends and family of Chris Schwenn wanted teeparate stages. From midPark.The plan is quite sim
honor his life by creating a foundation in his memory May to late-June 2006, ple: dig a rather lge hole,
The primary mission of the Chris Schwenn Cancétighway 67 will be closed construct the new Main Lift
Foundation is to provide financial assistance to membersfafm Fontana Boulevard to Pump $ation (MLPS) in
the community faced with lge medical expenses related t®ade RoadThen, from late- said hole, and rebuild the
cancer treatmentsAnother goal of the foundation is to pro August through October the park restroom facility on the
vide funding for continued research through the Leukemtidghway will be closed to ground level. The MLPS
and lLymphoma Society diVisconsin. through-trafic from Fontana project, scheduled to begin
So mark your calendars and join the fund-raisifigref Boulevard to South Main this fall, will render a por
on Friday May 20, 2005 for an afternoon of golfAbbey Street. This schedule will tion of Reid Park useless for
Springs followed by dinner and a silent auction at Gardyallow us to complete the a couple of months; howev
Boat House. project in one construction er, the end result will be a
season, and still keep thecleaner less visible, more
SeeSCHWENN GOLF OUTING - Page 6 highway open for the busiestreliable lift station.




The new 2005 line o
FontanaVear has been delivers
and is available for purchase
theVillage Hall, 175Valley View
Drive.

The FontanaWar display
case is located just inside t
main entrance afillage Hall.

Embroidered fleece vests a
jackets, sweatshirts[-shirts and
caps are available in marod
black, grey and pink.

People can also check out
new line on th&/illage website a
www.villageofontana.com.

The Village of Fontana als
is selling used PC monitorghe
monitors are 15-inch and 17-in
models, and are available for $1
$15.

For more information, sto
by the Village Hall or call 2754

Village of Fontana old fuels, waste oil, Complex located on
f residents may participateantifreeze and oil-basedCounty Highway NN, east
xdn the Clean Sweep paint. of Elkhorn.
aProgram being ééred for Clean Sweep Program Clean Sweep is spen
all  Walworth County services are free to allsored by the SolidVaste
households, farms andcounty households andDivision of the Walworth
businesses on Friday andarmers who have grown County Facilities Public
h&aturday June 3 and 4, or are growing agricultural Works Department.The
2005. Clean Sweep is acommodities. Farmers areprogram is made possible
ndne-day event designed torequired to pre-register for by grant funding provided
assist residents with thethe program by Friday by the  Wisconsin
nproper disposal of unwant May 20, and will be sched Department of
ed, unused, damaged, owled to drop dfhazardous Agriculture, Trade and

tthanned hazardous wastevastes at the Elkhorn col Consumer Protection and

chemicals. lection location June 3.  financial assistance pro
Products labeled caus Households may drop vided by the Town of

ptic, acid, flammable, dan off waste materials with Darien Mallard Ridge
ger, warning, or poison are out an appointment June 3,Landfill Fund. You are
clconsidered hazardous.from 3 to 6 p.m. at the City invited to call Solidwaste
0Some examples of pred of Delavan 8eet Division Saff at (262)
ucts with these labels areDepartment, or June 4,741-3367 for further infor

ppesticides, herbicides, sol from 8 a.m. to noon, at themation, or to pre-register
vents, thinners, preserva Walworth County Public for the agricultural or busi

6136.

tives, mercurybrake fluid, Works Department ness program.

Environmental revitalization

and Cedarbug Science was then askedSouth Main 8eet between Fontana

preservation is a veryf not the most, to create an “Interim ManagementElementary School and théan Slyke

important component of the economid®lan”
enhancement(Hildebrand Path) aredhe plan out

revitalization and
planned for the tate Highway 67
ridor.

for the Van Slyke Creek Creek headwaters property at Main
Street and Dewejvenue.
5. The Fontana Fen.

PDI will integrate the Cedarbur

cer lines the annual and quarterly work that
needs to be done in order to identify

As reported in previous newslet control and eliminate the invasiverecommendations with their landseap
ters, theVillage and the Community plants that threaten the ecology of thing design for the 2006 Highway 67

DevelopmentAuthority (CDA) pur
chased a 14-acre parcel of land in the

Village Center known
Hildebrand Property

as

property reconstruction projectThe scope of
Many other environmentally sensi their work will include creating a
thetive sites existing within the Highway Landscape Plan and  Design
67 corridor have been identified by theDevelopment details for the following

The 2003 purchase created aepartment of Natural Resources aareas:

opportunity for the CDAo enhanc
value of the west side ot&e High

67 by controlling the character andogical function.

density of those commercially
parcels.An additional intention o

e the areas where fdrts should be directed 1. Highway medians and planters.

way to restore their natural beauty and-eco 2. Paving design at intersections
Consequenthythe and pedestrian crossings.

zonedCDA and Planning and Design Institute 3. Highway 67 right-of-way street

f the (PDI) have worked with Cedarkmr trees and plantings.

purchase was to protect and improv&cience to create a Habitsésessment 4. Special areas including intersec
the natural areas that surrountan and Interim Management Plan for thdion transition areas, entry drives,
Slyke Creek. following areas: accent plantings.

Almost immediately after closing 1. The stream/ditch within the 5. Mill Street development area.
on the propertyan informal path adja Highway 67 right-of-way The Park Commission is working
cent to the creek was created by the 2. Pottawatomi Creek - east ofto gather cost estimates as well as fund
Park Commission with the help ofHighway 67 (Abbey Ridge ing sources for the necessary annual
Public Works. The correct location of Condominiums). and quarterly maintenance work out
that path was marked with the help of 3. The Conservancy land adjacentined in the CedarbgrScience report.
environmentalists from Cedarlyur to Pottawatomi Creek (behinlbbey Copies of the report will be available
Science and the Geneva Lakdidge). for purchase at cost and can be ordered
Conservancy sthf 4. The Village-owned land along atVillage Hall.



41,262is the number of miles patrolled by thélage of
Fontana Police Department in 2004.

1,981is the number of calls for service handled by the
FPD in 2004.

18is the average number of miles over the speed limit
drivers are found to be doing when stopped by FRD of
cers.

2 is the minimum number of years of college a FPixef
must have in Criminal Justice or Police Science. One-thi
of our oficers hold bachelor of science degrees.

.17is the average blood-alcohol concentration level in
drunken drivers arrested in 2004 by the FPBe maxi
mum legal limit is .079.

43is the number of reportable motor vehicle accidents ir

theVillage in 2004, WhiCh does not include deer acciden THE VILLAGE OF FONTANA fulltime building
Officers carry Taser

Fontana dicers now carry &aser a device that deliv |nsp§qt|on stf conS|st§ . of ASS'Stant Zoning
ers a 50,000-volt shock to dangerous/combative individu/Administrator/Code Specialist Bridget McCarthy and

This device gives @iters an excellent, less-than-lethal to¢Building Inspector/Zonind\dministrator Ron Nyman.
to use in dangerous situations, and to reduce the risk=
injury to suspects and/or policefiokrs. FPD dicers were
injured twice in 2004 while arresting suspects prior to-ha
ing theTaser Recently araser was used in Fontana on acontract. This change will municipalities  duplicate
armed suicidal adult who had deliberately and severely gjjow the Village to ofer services and both communi
themselves, and was still armed with the knife and refusigqgitional ofice and inspec ties end up taxing their resi
aid.The person wasasered, subdued and is alive today; altjon hours, enhance compli dents to subsidize the servic
there were no injuries to the respondinficefs. We would  ance enforcement, and erees. Walworth and Fontana
like to purchase anothdiaser and if you would like help, ate an opportunity for the are in the process of negoti
you can make a tax deductible donation; cédlllage \jjlages of Fontana and ating an inteyovernmental
Treasurer Peg Pollitt for more information. Walworth to cost share agreement, which would

more about the department, the fstaid other interesting « Entered into negotia  age ofWalworth's building

information.The website is located at fontanawipolice.contjons with the Village of permit revenue in exchange

So often neighboring

Walworth on an for Fontanas building
Fontana Police Department Intergovernmental inspection team providing
Telephone: (262) 275-2275 Agreement to cost sha& service toValworth.
Non-Emegency Dispatch: (262) 275-2135 building inspection servic
E-mail: Police.Dept@WMageoffontana.com es. SeeCHANGES - Page 5

April 3 - Daylight Savinggime begins May 6 - AccurateAppraisalAssessor Park House
April 4 - Village Board meets at 6 p.m.Office Hours atVillage Hall from 10 May 30 - Memorial Day Village Hall

April 5 - Spring Election, polls opena.m. to 3 p.m. closed

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 7 - Lake Geneva Marathon June 6- Village Board meets at 6 p.m.
April 6 - CDA meets at 6 p.m. May 13 - Wisconsin Lions Club June 13- VOF Revaluation starting
April 15 - AccurateAppraisalAssessor Convention Parade date

Office Hours atVillage Hall from 10 May 20 - Chris Schwenn CancerJune 17- AccurateAppraisalAssessor
a.m. to 3 p.m. Foundation Golf Outing atAbbey Office Hours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
April 26 - Plan Commission meets at 6Springs and Gordg'Boat House June 24- AccurateAppraisalAssessor
p.m. May 27 - AccurateAppraisalAssessor Office Hours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

May 2 - Village Board meets at 6 p.m. Office Hours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. June 27- Plan Commission meets at 6
May 4 - CDAmeets at 6 p.m. May 28 - Garden Club Plant Sale at thgp.m.



Exciting activities and recommendations
are planned this springfor improving native
and summer for Fontanadiversity, wildlife habitat
Parklands. and stream bank stabi

Last fall, the CDA lization within five natu
asked theVillage's envi ral areas.
ronmental consultant, The CDA, Park
Cedarbug Science, Commission and Public
LLC, to create an Works Department are
Environmental Master making plans to begin
Plan for the undevelopedimplementing the plan
natural areas in Fontana.this spring. Initial activ
The goal of the plan was

DPW Director
CraigWorkman
shot this photo
graph of an
eagle landing at
the Duck Pond
recreation area
in early
JanuaryThe
VOF Park
Commission
has planned
many exciting
activities this

to provide stewardship  SeePARKS - Page 6 spring.

past and often by necessitypolitics. To this day grand personally want to thank you

Margaret Canfield, Fran one person has served ormparents are planning thefor all the work you've done
Hill, to name a fewThese two, three or four major bed future of the village for their over the past four or five
people have given much toies. Not healthy(Again, my grandchildren, with very lit years.
the community and haveopinion.) That kind of envi tle input from these future To everybody else, |
gone on to other pursuits. Inronment has fewer freshgenerations. Not that grand would like to extend an invi
their place, Laurie Larson,ideas, less points of view parents are irresponsibletation to participate in your
Ron Pollitt, Shari Rauland- limited perspective and lessthey just ofer different government. If you have an
Mohr, Lee Eakright, Drew democracy Not good.The dynamics. Shidfeboard, interest in one of the com
Gilchrist, Sue Koepsel, more, the betteAnd a vart  anyone? mittees, one of the boards or
Arlene Patek, Jim Feeneyety. A wide variety My per In closing, | want to would just like to help us in
and many others havesonal goal would be to havethank everyone who is par some capacityplease get in
stepped up to fill the vacan no overlap on major govern ticipating today You're touch with me.
cies. ment committees (exceptdoing a great job and it is Mark Twain was proba

Citizens can participate where statutes require). lappreciated, despite the facbly right, “twenty years from
and citizens can stoplhe like to have men and womenthat it is not articulated now you will be more disap
length of service is not asrepresented as well as anough. (And BobAllen, pointed by the things you
important as the quality of cross section of age andthank you for the two hours didn’t do than by the things
service.We really need you. neighborhood diversity a month.) Several of our cur you did do.” Come on and
And it's my personal opin I'm always disappoint rent volunteers are also plan join the party political, after
ion that the more diversity ed that it is so hard to getning to stop their community all, we all do better when we
we have, the betterIn the young people involved in service later this spring. | work together

adults and from $2 to $3 for children.sive use of 75 feet from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
» Approved Lakefront Changes One-hundred percent of the revenu&he remaining time will be available

for the 2005 SummelSeason. from the increased fees will go towardor visitors and residents to park their
The biggest change that will takefinancing for the beach house. boats for a maximum of two hours.
place on the Lakefront this fall is the In addition, theVillage Board also It is very important to our comrmu

construction of a new beach houske modified the Gage Marine lease taity’s success that we continue to work
majority of the cost will be funded allow for additional boat parking for together In addition to the items listed
through theTax Increment District; both visitors and residents. Previouslhabove, we will also see substantial road
however to assist in the funding andGage leased exclusively 200 feet ofonstruction onWest Main and Mill
maintenance of the new building, themunicipal pier No. 1, which included streets in 2005 along with the construc
Village Board decided to clge all tax footage on both the North and Southion of the new Main Lift &tion in
payers $3 for the first six season beackides. The change now allows GageReid ParkWe will do our best to keep
passes and $5 for each additional passxclusive rights to 125 feet on thethe residents informed and ask for your
In addition they increased the dailySouth side of the pier; howeyan the patience and understanding during-con
beach entrance fee from $5 to $6 foNorth side, Gage will only have exelu struction.



By Nancy Krei, Librarian  children can practice their week for cofee and treats, a the third Thursday of every
hand/eye coordination, andbook give-away and a month. If you have any
It seems to have been arlearn dexterityThe primary- paperback book sale. interest in writing, the
extremely long winter I colored building blocks, April is also National library would love to have
really cant wait for spring to which are 14-inches squarePoetry Month.The library you become a member of the
arrive! Whatever the weath and interlock, were pur will be having a poetry wrdt newly omganized writels
er, the library is the place to chased through a donationing contest for children and group, which meets on the
go. from Larry and Betty adults. second and fourtfuesdays
On Mondays at 10:30 McDermott in honor of their Even though i8 early of the month at 6 p.m.
a.m., the library d&rs 50th wedding anniversary spring, the library is already It's very likely that your
“Toddler Time” for children Reading is a vital part of planning for the Summer favorite author will be com
ages 3 and younger every childs world. The Reading Program. The ing out with a new book in
Children are introduced to Fontana Elementary Schooltheme for this summer is April, May or June.The
the library through socializa has been participating in the"Dragons, Dreams and library has sources that will
tion, listening to stories, and “Reading Counts!” program. Daring Deeds!'The Fontana tell you the authgrand the
coloring or doing a simple Our library is assisting with Library, along with the book title. The library also
craft. The library is fortunate this programWe have a list Lakeshores Library Systemdistributes a free copy of the
to have volunteer Carol of the books used for thewill be sponsoring four sto publication Book Page,
Lobdell (known to the chil quizzes in the program, andrywagon programs in Junewhich alerts readers to new

dren as “Grandma Carol”) to have specially-marked theand July books.
read and tell the stories. books from the list that the The library also has We are always adding
Recently two additions library owns. If there is a ongoing programs for adults.new materials -- books,

were added to the children’ title we dont have, we can The “Happy to Be Here” books on tape, books on
area: a Hobnob activity cen order it from another library Book Club meets at 1 p.m.compact disc, and DVDs.

ter, and 16 plastic building National Library Week on the firstThursday of the The Fontana Public
blocks. The Hobnob center will be held fromApril 11 to month. The Evening Book Library is here for you --
is wall-mountedVery young 16. Sop in the library that Club meets at 6:30 p.m. oncome in and “check us out!”

buckthorn, and treating garlic mustardvelcomed, especially during seeding
ties will include enhancing the aesthetin Headwaters Park and the Hildebrandnd garlic mustard-control events.
ics and diversity in the Fontana Fen by onservancyrea. Residents who are interested in helping
controlling invasive species and seed Initial work activities will be done with these dbrts should contact Rick
ing areas with plant species native tby a local contractor under the guid Treptow at 275-8558 (leave a message
Wisconsin. ance of the Park Commission andnd include your telephone number if

Other activities will include cut Cedarbug Science. there is no answefVe would be happy

ting invasive shrubs such as common Volunteer assistance also will behaving you join us!

with a cart and a box lunch. Chris Schwenn Cancer Foundation

The first annual Chris Schwenn  Tickets will be $20 for people who Committee member: Craig/orkman,
Cancer Foundation Golf Outing willonly want to attend the dinner and749-0339; David Schwenn, (414) 372-
begin with a golf clinic at 11:30 a.m.silent auction at Gordg’'Boat House. 2478; Joanne Schwenn, (414) 526-
and a shotgun start at noon. Following The Foundation is seeking the2600; Jef Patek, 275-6581; Brian
golf, there will be an “all-you-can-eat” assistance of local residents and busPtacek, 275-3026; or Joe Special, 903-
fish fry and chicken dinner bigt and a ness owners to donate items for thd292. The committee has established
silent auction at Gordg’ Boat House silent auction. Donation forms areMay 6, 2005, as the deadline for
from 6 to 9:30 p.m. available at th&illage Hall, 175valley accepting donations.

Individuals or teams of four View Drive. The Foundation also is seeking
golfers must register for the outing by =~ Donations can be sent to the Chrisponsors for individual holes and to
May 6, 2005The entry fee will be $85 Schwenn Cancer Foundation at N1078onate golf prizes. Suggested sponsor
for the golf clinic, 18 holes of golf with Bonner Drive Walworth,WI| 53184, or ship levels are $100, $200 or $300.
a cart, a box lunch, and dinner atrrangements can be made for a don&olf Hole Sponsorship registration
Gordy's. The fee without dinner will be tion to be picked up. forms also are available at théllage
$70 for the golf clinic, 18 holes of golf For more information, contact aHall.



